String Quartet No. 1, Opus 50 of Sergei Prokofief (The Smetana 
Quartet; WNCN) 

Francis Ponge and the search for language A l'état naissant and 
just as there are "mains sales" so there are "mots sales" and in 
the beginning was the word and what was the word in the beginning. 
What are words and what is writing and what is literature., Why 
do words become sales and why does language have to be purified 
periodically and why does one write, Why do writers write and not 
paint and why do painters paint and not write and how does one 
choose one's medium, Francis Ponge would have us destroy or at 
least get rid of all dictionaries and that means dictionaries of 
synonyms and technical dictionaries and etymological dictionaries 
and all dictionaries and use only the purified words of his writ- 
ings and what was the word in the beginning. Mots propres and 
mots sales and by 35,000 B.C. the Neanderthals seem to have dis- 
appeared from the world entirely and after 2,000 generations the 
Neanderthals of Shanidar Cave were no more and in their stead 
were Homo sapiens, And what were the weapons of the invaders and 
how were the Homo sapiens different from the Neanderthals and the 


answer is that the former possessed a fully articulate language 
and the latter did not and what does this mean and the former 
utilized lunar calendars and kept track of events and their re- 


occurrence that is to say events in the future could be pre- 
dicted and thousands of notational sequences have been found on 
engraved stones and bones dating as far back as 30,000 B.C. and 
what does this mean and what does it have to do with mots propres 
and mots sales. Purified words and the rhythms of the earth and 
language 4 1'état naissant is no more and dictionaries are there- 
fore necessary and the purified words in the writings of Ponge 
are not propres and to insist that they are is to imply that 
language began with the taking of the Strasbourg Oaths and is 
Ponge talking about the French language A l'état naissant or 
about language à l'état naissant, Language and Homo sapiens and 
prehistoric rhythms and music and the rhythms and the song of the 
earth and what is encoded in Prokofief's String Quartet No. 1 and 
what is encoded in Prokofief's Ode for the End of the War and who 
is the decodeur and what are the responsibilities of the decodeur 
and why do writers write and how does one choose one's medium. 
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